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Sometime in 1960, Prime Minister Nehru suggested that the Dalai Lama move to an-
other Himalayan hill station-Dharamsala, in Himachal Pradesh, some five hundred
miles from New Delhi. [ had reservations about the move. The scenery in the hills of
Dharamsala and the Kangra Valley below is far more beautiful than Mussoorie’s. But
Dharamsala was a sparsely populated area far from any city. It was difficult to get
to. The roads were terrible and the living accommodations almost nonexistent. And
it rained in Dharamsala-not just ordinary showers, but rain pouring from the sky in
buckets. The monsoons lasted for months. The place felt haunted when I first visited.
The houses were dilapidated and leaky. Even the Dalai Lama’s quarters leaked. There
were no hotels, or even a building that might conceivably serve as a place for guests.

But after the Dalai Lama’s move, thousands of refugees from Tibet still found their
way to Dharamsala. They wanted to be near him. They wanted to tell their stories of
the killings, arrests, and torture still being perpetrated by the Chinese.
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