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Our family was large, for I have two sisters and four brothers-and we are widely spread
out in age. My mother gave birth to sixteen children, but nine of them died when they were
very young. The whole family was linked together by the strongest bonds of love and
kindness. My father himself was a very kind- hearted man. He was rather short-tempered
too, but his anger never lasted long. He was not very tall or strong, and he was not
highly educated, but he had natural cleverness and intelligence. He was especially fond
of horses and used to ride a great deal, and he had a talent for choosing good horses
and for healing them when they were sick. My mother is a kind and loving person. She
feels for everyone; she will gladly give her own meal to a hungry person, and go hungry
herself. Yet although she is so gentle, she always ruled the family. She is also adaptable
and farsighted, so that after my installation had opened up new possibilities for us, she

made it her special duty to see that her other children. were properly educated.
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