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The chief guests at the inaugural ceremony of the Tibetan
general conference on education, 7 January 2014.
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The 6th Tibetan General Conference on Education was held at the Lower TCV School in
Dharamshala from January 7-9. Over 236
participants comprising of principals, directors, teachers and counselors from 76 Tibetan
schools in Nepal and India, had attended the
3-day conference. The chief guests at the inaugural ceremony of the conference were Sikyong
Dr Lobsang Sangay, Mr. Penpa Tsering, Speaker,
Tibetan Parliament in Exile and Mr. Ngawang
Phelgyal Gyechen, the Chief Justice Commissioner. Other guests include members of the
Kashag, Tibetan parliamentarians, officials of
education department and the heads of various autonomous bodies of the Central Tibetan
Administration.
The general conference on education is the
largest gathering of teachers and administrators from all Tibetan schools in India & Nepal
which is held once every five years. The agenda
for the conference include professional development of teachers, emphasis on primary education particularly science and mathematics,
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and the effective implementation of the basic
education policy, introduced in 2004. Trisur Prof.
S. Rinpoche gave a talk on four aims of giving
education and its effective implementation as
enshrined in the Basic Education Policy for Tibetans in Exile. Guest Speaker, Dr. Mati Bernabei,
a Canadian Educator, spoke on Teacher Professional Development. Both the learned speakers
interacted with the audience through questuionanswer sessions. The participants of the conference were later divided into ten sub-committees
during the conference and held extensive discussions on the above agendas and proposed their
recommendations.
The three day conference unanimously passed
resolutions on the strengthening of primary education, teacher professional development and
effective implementation of the basic education
policy.
The first general conference was held in 1964
during the nascent stage of Tibetan exile community. The last general conference was held in
2009 and was inaugurated by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama.
Spiritual Teachers Workshop
Department of Education, CTA organised a
month-long workshop for Spiritual teachers of
Tibetan schools held at College of Higher Tibetan Studies (CHTS), Sarah from January 23-February 22. Twenty-five spiritual teachers from 24
Tibetan schools attended the workshop. It was
mainly focused on giving introductory basics in
Mathematics and Science. Since it is planned to
apply dialectics pedagogy for teaching science
and maths in Tibetan schools, spiritual & cultural
teachers would play a pivotal role in the successful implementation of dialectics pedagogy by
assisting teachers in teaching through dialectics
pedagogy. The workshop was funded by DANIDA, under the Danish Support to Education for
Tibetans in Exile.
School Librarians Attend World Book Fair

The participating teachers and school administrators at
the conference
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The Department of Education (DoE), under its
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B.Ed. trainees at NCERT with Professors and Secretaries of Education Dept.
Participants of the workshop with DoE staff at the book fair.

Early Grade Reading Project, organized a workshop for Tibetan school librarians on February 17-18 at the World Book Fair
event in New Delhi. 16 Librarians from 13 Tibetan schools
under Tibetan Children's Village (TCV), Tibetan Homes Foundation (THF) and Sambhota Tibetan Schools Society (STSS)
attended the 2-day workshop. The theme presentation for
the World Book Fair-2014 was ‘Children’s Literature’ which is
particularly relevant to the librarians. With over 1100 exhibitors and more than 1 million visitors, the fair is one of the
biggest of its kind in the world.
The main objective of the workshop was to give exposure to
the school librarians on rich collection of children’s literature
available in the market, and to introduce them to the process
and skills involved in choosing good books for their libraries.
The Department of Education invited two renowned experts
in the field of library science Mrs. Usha Mukunda and Mrs.
Sujata Noronha to guide the participants through the book
fair event, and facilitate interactive sessions in-between. As
a follow-up to this program, the two experts will conduct a
3-day training for the Tibetan school librarians in April 2014
focusing mainly on reading-related activities that could be
carried out in library.
The primary objective of DoE’s Early Grade Reading Project
is to foster good reading habit in Tibetan children from early
grades. The project is funded by USAID through the Tibet
Fund.

them, and reading pedagogy & assignment. The participants
were also taken tour to NCERT Library and World Book Fair.
Education Officers,Tsering Phuntsok and Tsering Dhondup
paid a visit to the NCERT for the opening days and met with
pupil-teachers and faculty members of Department of Education in Languages, NCERT. Secretary Ngodup Tsering and
Topgyal Tsering also met with the students on 6th Feb. They
also made a courtesy call on Prof. Parveen Sinclair, Director
NCERT.
In January 2014, the Department of Education, CTA organized a month long pre-service teacher training for 50 students (B.Sc. B.Ed. & B.A. B.Ed.) of Centre for Teacher Education at Calorx Teachers University in Ahmedabad from Jan 2
to 31. They had hands on practice on teaching and classroom
observation besides pedagogical learning on language skills,
child psychology, concept of child centred education, effective teaching methods and few lessons on organic chemistry.
Mr. Tashi Dhondup, Director CTE Bhuntar paid a brief visit to
Ahmedabad to assess the progress of our trainees. Both the
two pre-service trainings were funded by USAID through The
Tibet Fund.
COUNSELING NEWS
Counseling College Students at Baroda

Pre-Service Teacher-Training for Bhuntar Students at NCERT
& CTU
The Department of Education, CTA conducted three-week
training in New Delhi on basic pedagogy and English language skill in collaboration with the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), an apex educational
resource organization in India for 20 B.Ed. students of Centre
for Teacher Education, Bhuntar from February 3-22, 2014.
Inter-active sessions were arranged on pedagogy which includes sessions on developing language skills, understanding
the learners, cognitive development, teacher education-an
overview and emerging perspectives, growing as a teacher:
Continuous Professional Development, integrating ICT in
language education, activities based on phonetics and spoken English, children with special needs: how to support
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Counseling College Students at Baroda

On February 12, DOE Counselors visited Baroda and took
three hours session from 2:00 pm to 5:30 pm. In this session,
Ms. Dolkar Wangmo (Chief Counselor) did a power point
presentation on Career Planning, DOE domestic and overseas Scholarship. At the same time, Ms. Wangmo spoke on
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the importance of pursuing Specialization in different fields
of study and was also briefed on the job opportunities with
the Central Tibetan Administration after their graduation/
post graduation. They conducted Multiple Intelligence Test
(MIT) with the students and later the interpretation of the
test was mailed to the students individually. After the sessions, they met one on one with some of the students. Total
of 73 students attended the session and found it helpful and
were happy with their test scores.

with parents residing in the Tibetan Settlement of Miao &
Tezu. She talked on "the Purpose of Education according to
Basic Education Policy which is implemented by the Department of Education", Importance of being a good role model for children and on child development. They were also
briefed on the various scholarships provided by the Department of Education. Total of 55 parents at Tezu and 232 parents at Miao attended the session. This followed by question
and answer sessions.

Orientation to Class XII passed students in the North East

EDUCATION COUNCIL NEWS

DOE Assistant Counselor, Ms. Pema Norkyi held Orientation
on College Admission for outgoing class XII students of CST
Kalimpong and CST Darjeeling from March 18 - 23????, respectively. The main purpose of holding the orientation is
to help the students in their smooth transition from school
to college. Ms. Pema took 3 hours session and talked on
the importance of college education and encouraged the
students to pursue undergraduate courses in the disciplines
of their choice. She demonstrated to the students how to
fill the online forms for college admission and also made
the students go through the application process on their
own and then discuss on the challenges or problems they
had faced in doing it. They were also informed on the latest
announcements regarding admission. Students were given
handouts on "List of things to take for Interview", "Questions
frequently asked at Interview," etc. Total of 60 students benefited from this program.

Curriculum Committee Meetings

Counseling students of North East Schools

Social Science Curriculum Meeting at Sarah

The curriculum formulation committee meeting for social
science subjects of senior secondary school level was held at
College for Higher Tibetan Studies (CHTS), Sarah from March
24-25. Mr. Tsering Samdup, head of the DoE Education Council, curriculum developer, textbook editors, teachers from
Sambhota Tibetan Schools Society (STSS) & Tibetan Children's Village Schools (TCV) and other subject experts participated in the meeting. The curriculum for History, Geography
and Political Science was formulated. Relevant topics with
reference to Tibetan history, geography and democratic system in exile have been incorporated in the curriculum based
on guidelines as per basic education policy.

Counseling students of North East Schools

From March 26 - April 2, 2014 Ms. Pema Norkyi, DOE Assistant Counselor visited CST Miao & CST Tezu to provide
counseling services to students of classes VI - VIII. During
the period, she held class room guidance for all students and
also had individual counseling sessions with the students.
She covered topics ranging from goal setting to career exploration. Total of about 50 students benefited from this
program.
Parental Counseling
On March 27 & April 1, 2014, she held counseling session
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Curriculum Meeting for Commerce of Class XI-XII was held at Sarah

Similarly, a two-day meeting (March 19-20) was convened
to frame curriculum for class 11 and 12 commerce subjects held at the CHTS, Sarah. Teachers from STSS and TCV
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schools, Tibetan textbook authors and officials of education
department took part in the meeting. They discussed and
deliberated on the syllabus and subject planning for commerce stream in Tibetan schools.

be developed. An open competition for writers and illustrators
was held and over ninety entries
have been received. From the
short listed candidates, 18 persons attended the first workshop
conducted by the Department of
Education, CTA in March 2014.
Presently, there 14 writers and 3
illustrators on roll. Series of meetings/workshop are scheduled in
the coming months.

The draft curriculum framework will be submitted to Kashag
for final approval. With the constitution of curriculum framework committees in 2008, Kashag has already given approval
for the school curriculum framework upto middle school levels.
Primary School Mathematics Textbook Review Committee
Meeting
A three-day meeting (Feb. 18-19) on mathematics textbooks
for class three to five was held in Dharamsala. Participants in
the meeting include Education Officer Mr. Tsering Samdup,
former Additional Secretary Mr. Tashi Dhondup, Mr. Pema
Gyaltsen from CST Shimla, Mr. Ngawang Dorjee, a retired
maths teacher from Lower TCV, Ms. Tsewang Lhamo, maths
teacher from Petoen school and Mr. Lobsang Tenzin.
The subject experts deliberated on the recommendations
proposed by the mathematics review meeting held in May
last year. Once the standardisation process is completed, the
textbooks will be issued to Tibetan schools from academic
year 2015.
PUBLICATION NEWS

The 6th (combined) volume of the “Glossary of Standardized Terms” have been published and being distributed to
schools/institutions together with 6 others reading materials in Tibetan.
SCHOLARSHIP NEWS
A) Scholarship Announcement
1) The Department of Education has made public announcements of its annual DoE Scholarships and Gadhen Phodrang
scholarship for the year 2014 with last date of submission of
application on May 31, 2014. The application forms and announcements copy can be obtained from respective Settlement/Welfare Officers and Principal of secondary & senior
secondary schools or can be easily downloaded from website www.tcewf.org or www.sherig.org/tb
2) The Department of Education also has made public announcements of MBBS coaching and Engineering Reserve
Seats 2014, Technion Engineering Scholarship 2014 (Israel), Partial scholarship from DC school of Management
& Technology, Kerala and APG University, Shimla, Common
Admission Test (CAT) coaching for graduated students, TSP
announcement 2015, Nandita Das Scholarship 2014, UWC
Atlantic scholarship 2014.
B) Medical and Non-Medical coaching underway
The Department of Education, CTA started a month long
medical (AIPMT) & Non-medical (CET) crash course coaching class from 26th March, 2014 at Vidhya Peeth coaching
centre, Shimla and Eudite coaching centre, Bangalore simultaneously. The coaching class was specially designed to prepare the students for the medical/non medical competitive
examinations. There are total of class XII out going 56 students from CST Mussoorie, CST Kalimpong, CST Mundgod,
TCV Selakui, TCV Bylakuppe and THF Mussoorie. Students
were selected on merit base of respective school results.
Mr. Dawa Tsering, Rector, CST Shimla and Mr. Karma Singey,
Chief Representative, Bangalore are coordinating the program respectively.

Graded reading series of Tibetan language children's books
will be produced by focusing on the first four levels of reading comprehension in grades 1-2. Text and illustrations will
4

SHERIG NEWS VOL. 18 No. 1 SPRING 2014

